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Pope Benedict XVI Encourages Reading "Story of a Soul" The Story of a Soul conveys St Therese

of Liseux&#39;s "Little Way" of spiritual childhood - her "elevator" to Heaven, as she called it. This

method was approved by Pope Pius XI as a way for all to grow in holiness through unfailing

confidence and childlike delight in God&#39;s merciful love. Again and again in this book, St.

Therese shows us how her "Little Way" of love and trust comes straight from Sacred Scripture. This

book belongs in every Catholic home, for Pope St Pius X stated St. Therese of Liseux the "greatest

Saint of modern times". This is the original TAN edition now with updated typesetting, fresh new

cover, new size and quality binding, and the same trusted content.
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Reason for Reading: Our church has been run by the Carmelites for over 100 years. Our priests are

Carmelites and we have a statutory of St. Therese in the building. I was much intrigued about her

"little way' and after watching the recent 2004 movie about her life was ready to read her

autobiography.In truth, the book is really not an autobiography but more of a snippet of memoirs. It

is divided into three pieces, the first, being the longest, was commissioned by her Mother Superior

who also happened to be her sister. This is where Therese tells of her childhood up until she is

accepted into Carmel. Therese was a sheltered child, raised along with 4 other sisters who also

became nuns and devout Catholic parents who kept them from the worldly ways of life but raised

them within a deeply loving family atmosphere. Therese was very much childlike her entire life of 24



years, never having experienced any of life's degradations and was a complete innocent in so many

matters. Yet her soul belonged to the Lord from a very early age (three) and she knew she wanted

to be a saint. Even though her mother died while she was still young her childhood seems to have

been happy enough, with Therese preparing herself for a Religious life and a holy, saintly, Heavenly

eternal life which may have taken some of the childhood fun out of her but her soul was content with

this and she yearned to suffer for Jesus while she was exiled here on earth.The second piece is a

much shorter memoir written for another Mother of the Abbey who had requested Therese write of

life at Carmel. Here we see Therese grow-up though she will always retain her childlike innocence.
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